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My name is  Martina Basso, I  have been director  of  the Mennonite Peace Center  Berlin since its
inception in  2005 as part  of  the Ecumenical  Decade to  Overcome Violence.  Since I  got  to  know
Church and Peace in 1998, I have felt deeply connected to the idea and the work. Nevertheless, I
have never been able to personally participate in the meetings and conferences. It took the Mennonite
Central Committee to come and ask me if I could represent them this year ... But sometimes that's the
way it is - I'm certainly very happy to be here.

The verses from Jeremiah 29 (11-14), to which I am invited to share my thoughts, are part of a letter
that the Prophet Jeremiah wrote to the exile church in Babylon. The Israelites in Babylonian exile
quarrel with their fate: they had lost everything, were homeless and uprooted, and saw no future. And
it is precisely this situation that the verses from Jeremiah's letter burst into, so to speak: “For I know
the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You
will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the
Lord, “and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I
have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you
into exile.”

It is hard to have faith in such promises - in such a situation as that of those who are quarreling with
their fate on the banks of the rivers of Babylon. But decades later the time had indeed come: the
children's children of the exiled returned. 

It is not at a moment's notice and not immediately experienced by me - this is what I think makes it
sometimes so difficult to believe in God's plans of peace. But at the same time this is what gives me
hope and confidence: The staying power (long breath) is what we need. The staying power (long
breath) and the certainty that Bonhoeffer taught me: "I believe that God is not a timeless fate, but that
He waits and answers for sincere prayers and responsible actions. 

This staying power (long breath) is what I would like to pass on and recommend: it is it that makes me
hold fast to the promises of the Eternal One. Not to give up, to counter the adversities in this world with
God's "Nevertheless". And to live the whole thing with a portion of serenity and trust in God - like
Beppo, the street-sweeper in Michael Ende's book Momo: “‘You see, Momo’, he said ..., ‘it's like this:
sometimes you have a long street ahead of you. You think it's terribly long; I can never accomplish
that, you think. ... And then you start to hurry. And you hurry more and more. Every time you look up,
you see that it is not becoming less what lies ahead. And you try even harder, you become afraid, and
in the end you are completely out of breath and are not able to continue. And the street is still in front
of you. That is not the way to do it.  ...  You must never think of the whole street at once, do you
understand? You only have to think of the next step, the next breath, the next broom stroke. And again
and again only the next one. ... Then it's fun, that's important, then you do your thing well. And that's
how it should be. ... Suddenly you notice that you have gradually swept the entire street. You didn't
even notice how, and you're not out of breath.’ He nodded to himself and finally said: ‘This is what is
important.’"


