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Why trustbuilding matters?

e Distrust of institutions weakens democracy
e Civil society = bridge between state and citizens
e Tension: To push for the change or assist in change making?

Valentinavicius, Morkevicius & Butkeviciené (2025) emphasize that trust in public institutions is
central to democratic resilience. Without it, citizens disengage and civil society weakens.



Workshop
Roadmap

e Case study - Prison volunteering
NGO in Lithuania
e Group Discussion

Hardening Encouragement Resistance Reconciliation Transformation
of Hardening




