WHAT IS GOING ON IN SERBIA- Marija Parnicki and Marijana Ajzenkol
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In Serbia, a series of protests have unfolded, catalysed by a tragic event at the Novi Sad railway station in
November 2024, where a concrete canopy collapse led to the death of 16 people.

The disaster sparked public outrage and led to widespread student-led protests demanding accountability,
transparency and an end to corruption.

The students demands:
1 Arrest of Those Responsible
2 Justice for Protest Violence

Halt Large Construction Projects
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. Stop the Jadar Project

. Increase Education Budget

. Raise Minimum Wage

. Guaranteed Purchase of Agricultural Products>

. Stop Credit Arrangements
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. Cease Arms Export
10. Form an Expert Commission for Air Pollution
Explanation of the demands:

1. Arrest of Those Responsible: Arrest all officials responsible for Novi Sad disaster and those covering
corruption

2.Justice for Protest Violence: Arrest attackers of protesters, charge those who drove into crowds with
attemped murder, and replace lenient judges and prosecutors

3.Halt Large Construction Project: Stop major projects like the national stadium Expo 2027, and others,
with a technical audit of structures built in the last 10 years

4. Stop the Jadar Project: Halt the Jadar lithium project and all miming project in preparation, with strict
environmental controls on active mines

5. Increase Education Budget: A 20% increase in education funding and guaranteeing 70% state-funded
spots in universities.

6. Raise Minimum Wage> Increase the minimum wage by 20%

7. Guaranteed Purchase of Agricultural Products> Ensure the state buys all agricultural produce at
inflation- adjusted prices

8. Stop Credit Arrangements: End credit agreements and further determental state borrowing
9. Cease Arms Export> Stop exporting weapons to conflict zones like Israel, Ukraine and others

10. Form an Expert Commission for Air Pollution: Create a commission to address and reduce air
pollution
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University professors overwhelmingly supported their students, as did representatives of the Serbian
Academy of Sciences and Arts. But the Serbian Orthodox Church—historically one of the most trusted
institutions in Serbia—has shown a complex and divided response.

The message from Church leadership has been that the Church should not defend particular interests,
positioning itself as apolitical. This stance raises profound theological questions: What constitutes “the
common good” as understood by church dignitaries? Can the Church truly heal divisions by equating
perpetrator and victim? Church statements calling for patience during social unrest often uphold the status
quo.

The division within the Church has been striking. While the official stance has been restrained, many within
the Church have taken sides. Metropolitan Grigorije emerged as a prominent supporter, stating: “What the
students in Serbia are doing right now is one of the purest, most moral political initiatives that has emerged
in our country. It is authentic and grounded in the sincere interest and commitment of young people to
justice.”

In contrast, Metropolitan David published a text on the official Church website comparing protesters to
“Serbian Ustase” and “new demons of Lubyanka.” The response was immediate—six bishops distanced
themselves from this letter and expressed support for the students, though tellingly, their statement was not
published on the official Church website.

These conflicting positions within the Church reflect a deeper struggle over the Church’s role in civil society.
While the faithful children of priests participated in student blockades, the institutional Church struggled
with how to respond to a movement seeking justice against corruption rather than political power.

Roman Catholic cardinal Ladislav Nemet supported students initiative via official public statements and on
social media as well. Protestants communities stay quiet as well as Muslims and Jewish.
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The protests continue, merging with other public grievances, indicating sustained public anger and activism.
This movement in Serbia represents a significant moment where the youth , supported by a diverse
coalition of citizens,( educators, artists, farmers, health workers...) from across the country, are demanding
not just accountability for a specific tragedy but a broader overhaul of governance, transparency and
democratic practices in the country. Reaction of the government after 5 months was fake students camp in
very down town of Belgrade (paid 200eur per person..). that moment provoked the violence on different
locations and methods. People in society are divided and polarized and we can feel tension and possibility of
major conflicts

What can be expected in our workshop - QUO VADIS SERBIA?

We will be discussing a various methods and tactics of civil disobedience, importance of local initiatives
(resources), creative way to express resistance etc,

The role of the church in polarized society



Where can we find transformation of the conflict
Lak of dialog in Serbian tradition and how to renew a culture of dialog

OUR Workshop1 : QVO VADIS SERBIA? - don’t let yourself be hardened in these hard times...

Introductory cycle- 5-10 min.
Short video clip- ocal action. https://www.storyteller.rs/sr/traktor-poljoprivrednica-sara-valentik-podrska-

studenti-backi-petrovac/

“| joined as a citizen first, and now | ‘'m joining as a farmer. More precisely, with the farmers from (civil
associations of farmers in Serbia) , we have been with the students from the very beginning. I’'m currently
unemployed and even when | was looking for a job and sending my resume (CV), there was always a
condition that | join a political party (Vuci¢’s Progressive party of Serbia) which is out of the question for me,
because | want people to value me, my effort, and not whether | belong to a political party or not. | had the
opportunity to participate in the protest in Novi Sad, when three bridges were blocked, but also in the
protest in Belgrade on March 15th. My greatest support was my father, who, whenever he could, went with
me so that he, as a farmer, could also support the students. He also went with me to Belgrade. We decided
to go together with the students, back on Thursday, when we were going to Stara Pazova behind the
students. The students were in front and we farmers were their support and shield. This journey (protest
marches) was long and difficult, but we entered Belgrade, it was an unforgettable experience. | felt like a
queen then.
Maybe it was a small step for us, but for the people who support the students it was a big one.
Those tractors were not only a support for the students, but also a protection, because they
protected them from provocations and possible attacks. There were several tractors with
trailers. They were filled with water, refreshments, and students’ belongings. This is how we
helped them, while they walked for almost three days. Some even walked longer, from other
areas to Belgrade, so that the largest student protest could be held. When | go to a protest, |
feel strong. | feel strength, | feel love, | feel a support and sometimes sadness. Sadness, because this is still
going on taking too long and the people in the government are not saying that enough is enough, that the
citizens are right, let’s act justly. But in most cases we feel strong, because there is only positive energy
there. There is no hatred, no insecurity, no lies. There is only positive energy.”

This is translation of the talk of the young woman needs to be put into video, But, up to now I do not

gained permission - maybe | will be reading this simultaneous during the video is taking part??

3. Same pictures of the protest presenting peaceful resistance, unity of various group of people,

local actions, violence etc. will be available at the table (20-25 photos) .Participants can observe
and pick up one that like the most. Divided into 3 groups and discus in the small groups:

e What impressed me the most?

e | see similarity with the situation in my country, region, communities..?

e What are your experiences, struggles, methods and resources the you can use in your own life and
community? (Could you imagine being on the streets in certain time, blocking the streets and traffic,
for almost a year? Do you have any advice)?

e Isresistance a private or public matter and to what extent?

! We are not very sure about the structure of the workshop and we need to clarify and agree ....Asap we have clear
concept we will let you know


https://www.storyteller.rs/sr/traktor-poljoprivrednica-sara-valentik-podrska-studenti-backi-petrovac/
https://www.storyteller.rs/sr/traktor-poljoprivrednica-sara-valentik-podrska-studenti-backi-petrovac/

e What are the key words or picture that you will take with you as the reminder not to be hardened in
these hard times?

Note: the leaders of the group will be appointed and will take a notes

Come to the plenum and presentation of the results of working groups



