
What to do when the Nazis come?

Actions of the Ostritz Peace Festival (2018-2023)

· Organise protests against right-wing extremists and neo-Nazis from within society, across party 
lines, in the form of ‘peace festivals’ and ‘political education festivals’ (2018-2022)

· Organise information evenings on the dangers posed by the far-right scene for the citizens of 
Ostritz and the region (in cooperation with the Saxony Office for the Protection of the Constituti-
on, the police and experts on right-wing extremism), (2018-2019)

· Involve different social groups in peaceful protests against right-wing extremists and neo-Nazis 
with actions such as ‘Praying for Peace’, ‘Singing for Peace’, ‘Drumming for Peace’, ‘Dancing for 
Peace’, etc. (2018-2022)

· Establishment of a network of associations, federations, churches, foundations and private indi-
viduals for democracy, cosmopolitanism and tolerance in Ostritz and the region: organisation of 
several network meetings per year (2018-2022)

· Recruit prominent politicians, athletes, musicians, etc. for the ‘political education festivals’: 
Prime Minister Kretschmer, Federal Minister for Family Affairs Dr. Giffey, Irmgard Schwätzer, 
national football player Cacau, Keimzeit, Gerhard Schöne and many others (2018-2022)

· Attract financial supporters for the protest against right-wing extremists and neo-Nazis and for 
democracy, cosmopolitanism and tolerance in Ostritz and the region: foundations (e.g. the ZEIT 
Foundation), public authorities (federal, state), private donations, crowdfunding campaigns, etc. 
(2018-2022)

· Organise cultural events as a protest against right-wing extremists and neo-Nazis (e.g. the event 
‘Anne's Struggle: Anne Frank vs. Adolf Hitler’; readings, art event ‘2262 Europe at War’): 2018-
2022

· Production of a short film ‘Licht an für den Frieden’ (Light for Peace) about the danger of right-
wing extremism, the Ostritz Peace Festival and the future of our town with contemporary wit-
nesses from Ostritz and the region (2018)

· Silent commemoration on Ostritz market square with 208 white crosses for the 208 victims of 
right-wing extremist violence in Germany since 1990 (2020)

· Film series: Ostritz schaut hin (Ostritz takes a look). Late summer film nights 2020 - 22

· Undercover among Nazis: Presentation of a documentary film with its director (2018-2019)
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· Ostritz Peace Run: For every lap run on Ostritz market square, one euro was donated to neo-
Nazi exit programmes (2018)

· Fairy lights around Ostritz market square (2018-2022)

· Working towards a ban on right-wing extremist events in Ostritz before the Dresden Adminis-
trative Court and Higher Administrative Court (SS Festival unsuccessful, KdN successful)

· Work towards an alcohol ban on right-wing extremist events in Ostritz before the Dresden Ad-
ministrative Court (lawsuit successful in 2019)

· Buy up all the beer in Ostritz's only supermarket from neo-Nazis and right-wing extremists (suc-
cessful campaign in 2019)

· Involve companies in the region in the resistance against right-wing extremist events in Ostritz 
(2018-2020, e.g. with the campaigns ‘Fit for Peace’ with the detergent manufacturer FIT and ‘the 
Ostritz Beer Peace’ with the Görlitz Landskron Brewery

· Information letter to all Ostritz households (2018-2020) on the dangers posed by right-wing 
extremism

· Celebrate the success of the events with all participating organisers and supporters (2018-2022)

· Passing on the ‘know-how’ gained during protests against right-wing extremists and neo-Nazis 
to third parties (e.g. at events organised by mayors, politicians, etc.) (2018-2022)

· Peace doves against swastikas. Campaign on Zittau market square on 24 October 2020, at the 
Görlitz district office, Herrnhut grammar school and many other locations

· Passing on experiences to other institutions, associations, etc. (including the EKD Synod, the 
Dresden-Meissen diocese's Priesterwerkwoche, various interest groups) (2018-2022)

· Accompanying training courses for the population (e.g. workshops on conspiracy theories, 
right-wing rock music, racism)

· Networking and exchange with other municipalities and civil society actors (e.g. Plauen, Wur-
zen, Kandel, Themar) (2018-2023)

· Creative approaches (e.g. catwalk for democracy and cosmopolitanism (2022), singing for cos-
mopolitanism and other ‘attitude through entertainment’ campaigns (2018-22)

· Postcards for reflection on the protests on the B96 (2021)


